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Gentry: The Danite Band of 1838

the danite band
of 1838

leland H gentry

near the conclusion of the mormon occupation of missouri late in 1838 to be exact several leading men of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints were arrested
and charged with treason the court hearing that followed
produced abundant testimony regarding the existence in mormon circles of a secret oath bound organization known as
the danite band
but most of the corroborative evidence
concerning the existence of the group came from men opposed to joseph smith and his close associates in the leadership of the church 2
danites made their appearance during a very troubled
the canites
period in mormon history for this and other reasons one
finds much difficulty in isolating the many threads in order
to lay bare the facts one inajor
major
maior
malor purpose of this paper is to
examine the danite band in terms of its origin purpose and
organizational structure A second objective is to show who
1
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gentry is with the institute curriculum division
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isee document showing the testimony
Te sinon given before the judge of the
MJSSOUII on the trial
state
astrict
staie of missouri
twal of joseph smith
distil ct of the stare
fifth judicial dstrict
for
fol
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iol high treason and other crimes
jr and others jor
dimes against that state
hereafter
washington D C U S government
Goern ment printing office 1841
cited as document
that the testimony in this document is generally unfavorable to joseph
smith derives
demes from its being drawn in more part from prejudiced witnesses
dedes
and from the fact that favorable testimony was an act of courage being given
gien
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bien
onat
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largely at the point
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whenever addith
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triesses
afy for joseph they were quickly placed in prison thus
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found who could test
A fuller account of the hearing
preventing their testimony from being given
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aien
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A H
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and its proceedings is found in leland H gentry
history
story of the latter day
phd disser
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tat on brigham young
saints in northern missouri 1836
1839
dissertate
18361839
dissertat
dence thus procured
university
ap 54661 on the basis of the evidence
Umer sity 1965 pp
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was responsible for the formation and perpetuation of the
movement and why
THE RISE OF THE

dissenters

prominent among the causes for the emergence of the
danites
canites was the financial condition of the church by and
large the saints were poor a condition aggravated by the
repeated insistence of their non mormon neighbors that they
moreover unwise fifind new locations for settlement
nancial ventures served to create problems the failure of
the so called kirtland bank in ohio was a prime cause for
trouble in missouri many of the leading saints lost heavily
in this scheme among them oliver cowdery and david
whitmer the former an associate president of the entire
church and the latter president of the church in zion they
together with some members of the apostolic quorum of the
twelve blamed joseph smith and his closest supporters for
their financial distress the resulting saga is one of the
unpleasant stories in LDS church history 4
coterminous with these ohio events were those taking
place in missouri to help procure money for land purchases
in northern missouri thomas B marsh and elisha H groves
were sent by the members in missouri to scattered branches
in illinois kentucky and tennessee their efforts netted some
fourteen hundred dollars 5 these funds were placed in the
hands of john whitmer and W W phelps members of the
presidency in zion instead of using the money as intended
however the two presidents bought lands in their own names
and attempted to sell the same
sanie to their impoverished brethren
sanle
at a small profit such action brought immediate protest from
many quarters members insisting that the two men were only
agents appointed to act in behalf of the church phelps and
whitmer on the other hand insisted that they were entitled
to the profits for their time and trouble b
during the latter part of october and the early part of november 1833
mormon residents of jackson county
count missouri were forcibly evicted from
their homes by mob action following a tv
tvo0 and one half year stay in clay
county
count they were once again compelled to moe on see gentry history
pp
18 47
ap 1847
ap 10918
log 18
ibid pp
109
ap 55 59
ibid pp
denee shows that groes and marsh were each paid
ibid pp
ap 1029 evidence
midence
eidence
Ei dence
one dollar per day plus traveling expenses for their sen
eiders journal
ownal
services
seb ices elders
oenal
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dissenters
1837 38 oliver cowdery david
during the winter of 183738
Whit
whitmer
nier and lyman E johnson moved from kirtland ohio
to far west missouri not long after their arrival a genACTION TAKEN AGAINST THE

eral system of slander and abuse was commenced by them
allegedly for the purpose of destroying the character of certain individuals 7 in time david whitmer W W phelps
and john whitmer were rejected by the church in missouri
as its presidents shortly thereafter proceedings were instituted to try them and others for their membership in the
church 8 the resultant trials did nothing to allay the bad
feelings that already existed but only served to inflame them
in time the saints of caldwell county determined to rid their
community of these men
the first official encouragement given to removing these
dissenters from caldwell county came in the form of a
speech by sidney rigdon on sunday 17 june 1838 familiarly
known in church history annals as the salt sermon rigdon s
address remains one of the controversial events of the period 9
one who heard the speech john corrill wrote concerning it
president rigdon delivered from the pulpit what I1 call the
if the salt have lost its savour it is thencesalt sermon
forth good for nothing but to be cast out and trodden under
the feet of men was his text and although he did not call
sermon
names in his ser
nion yet it was plainly understood that he
meant the dissenters or those who had denied the faith he
indirectly accused some of them with crime 10

while it cannot
july 185857
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this
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feelings that they should also be reimbursed
abenezer
ebenezer
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istory
bor an account of the trtrials
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table
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hospitable
seem the more hosp
no text for the speech has ever been found many however have
july
on given less
confused it with the even more famous fourth of jui
jul oratl
oration
cratl
than three weeks later reed peck one who heard it claims that the address
was rabid and suggested that wilen church members lose faith they are as
salt without savor and should be cast out and trampled under foot see the
photocopy special collections harold B lee
reed peck manuscript
university
p 23 although not an open dissenter
library brigham young L
sit
mer
marsit
mersit
at this time peck came to sympathize with the dissenting point of view his
unpublished manuscript reveals much of his hidden discontent during the
1I

tor
for

period
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sermon was the prime cause for the dissenters rapid departure
from the county there is little doubt that it played a significant
role the saints of caldwell county seem to have felt that it
was a greater crime to tolerate the dissenters longer than it
was to drive them ouan
outn
out
according to john corrill the
church it was said would never become pure unless these
dissenters were routed froni
from among them moreover if they
were suffered to remain they would destroy the church 1112
the second step taken against the dissenters came at this
same time in the form of a lengthy document rehearsing the
supposed sins of the dissenters and ordering them to leave
the county or face the consequences this greeting was
drawn up in the form of a solemn warning and was addressed
to oliver cowdery david Whit
whitmer
nier john whitmer W W
phelps and lyman E johnson
para
paiagraph
the first paragraph
paia graph reads
in part as follows
whereas the citizens of caldwell count
county have born sic
with the abuse received
receded from you
ou at different times and on
different occasions until it is no longer to be endured
neither will they endure it any longer having exhausted all
the patience they have and conc
eive
elve that to bear any longer
conceive
would be a vice instead of a virtue we hav
havee borne long and
suffered incredibly but we will neither bear nor suffer
any longer and the decree has gone forth from our hearts
and shall not return to us void neither think gentlemen
that in so saying we are trifling with you
QU or ourselves for
we are not there are no threats froni
from you no fear of
ou nor by anything you can say or do
losing our lives by you
will restrain us for out the county you
vou shall go and no
1j
power can save you aj

the

ei hty four caldforegoing document was signed by eighty
well citizens but its author remains unknown11
unknown11 sampson
aty

the

feelings entertained by the saints of caldwell county
count are strange
strangely
b the residents of jackson county
reminiscent of those expressed by
count in 1833 the
b the mormon occupat
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cupat on they
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the said was one that no
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ell
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hae forseen one thit
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beyond remed
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da saints ed B fl
larret day
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1 396
roberts salt lake city
cit deseret book 1971 1596
596 hereafter cited as HC
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story
p 31
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histoi
stoi
stol
brief Hi
bfef
gentr
gentry
en
for the document in its entirety
pp
ap 16266
tiret see genar
entiret
history
Hi stor
bistor
histor
162 66
avard testified at the hearing in 1838 that rigdon mas
was
vas the author of the
paper see journal history
13 november
Hi
No ember 1838
stor
bistor
histor
1858
Hi stor
the journal history
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day by da
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a da
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histoncal
oncil events tithin
vi thin the church is housed at
the
it
Ist orical department in salt
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historical
s signature
sait lake city
cit
whereas avard
silt
aards
aarde
is the first to be appended to the document rigdon s does not appear it is
possible therefore that avard
drem up
ulp
uip
tip the Idocument himself
aard drew
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avard founder and perpetuator of the infamous danite band
was the first to sign it is possible that the document was
drawn up by him and presented for signing at one or more
signa tories were known
danite meetings several of the signatories
danite members
HISTORY OF SAMPSON AVARD

little is known of sampson avard prior to his arrival in
1858 he was born 23 october year
far west about june of 1838
unknown on the isle of guernsey st peter s parish england 15 sometime prior to 1835 he migrated to the united
states and settled at freedom beaver county pennsylvania
where he engaged for a time as a campbellite preacher 10
precisely how he came in contact with the church is not
known but there is evidence of interest as early as october of
1835 17 he was baptized about this time by orson pratt who immediately ordained him an elder and set him apart as president of his local branch while still engaged in that capacity
avard did some missionary work near his home with elder
erastus snow 19
1

A careful search for avard s parents as well as for the year of his birth
nforniat on given above was supplied by avard
has proved unfruitful the information
ile received his patriarchal blessing in kirtland see early
lle
me lie
he
himself at the tltime
fa le genealogical library salt lake city utah
format on f1
information
file
church In
14 october 1835
1journal history
1935
1855
journal
see
14 october 1835
es of these letters may
coples
copies
copl
copi
cowdery letters
be found at the H
historical
Ist orical department of the church in salt lake city
141
lai
14 october 1835
1855
3835
2journal history
journal
the account reads elder orson
lle gives the following account
lie
pratt left kirtland on another mission of which ile
he
started on a mission to the ohio river preaching by the way tarried two or
eteen meetings baptized a few
xteen
n beaver county penn held ssixteen
three weeks in
up a small branch of the church and ordained dr sampson avard
and raised lip
ulp
uip
A second
an elder to take charge of them and then returned to kirtland
lie
ile
he baptized three in
same
account of the sarne
sime mission has pratt reporting that lle
freedom pennsylvania one of whom sampson avard 1I ordained an elder
after parting with two books of mormon four books of revelations and
bers for the messenger and advocate I1 left them with
obtaining 14 subscrl
subscribers
elder avard to continue the work there is a prospect of many embracing
messenger
messen
care
2novernber 1835
advocate
cate 2 november
Adio
2231855
er and asio
the gospel in these parts
24

ap 1836 original on file in the church
journal of erastus snow np
about this time lorenzo dow
historical department in
iii salt lake city
young was also engaged in missionary work in the southeastern part of ohio
and came in contact with avard still presiding over the branch at freedom
stur bed at some of avard s teachings and
pennsylvania
pennsylvana lorenzo became d isturbed
19

lie
lle
ile did not like the spirit or the teachings of the man
later
reported that he
ile discovered that the dr and elder S S rigdon sic were
lle
he
so lle
lie
ile
he reports lie
ate terms and that the latter was considerably tinctured with
on quite Intini
intimate
on
mission
brits
irits sic of the former
when lorenzo reported his miss
spirits
the ideas and sp
ite
ile
he likewise spoke of his reaction to avard whereupon
to the first presidency lie
anim adverting rather sharply
rigdon allegedly manifested his displeasure by animadverting
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1836 shortly after his
arrival he applied for and received a patriarchal blessing
from joseph smith sr 20 one year later in october of 1837
avard s license as a high priest was revoked by his quorum
in kirtland 221 although the nature of avard s offense is not
specified B H roberts asserts that it consisted of going to
canada sometime after his arrival in kirtland and presenting
false credentials to john taylor then the presiding elder
claiming that he had been appointed president of the branch

avard moved to kirtland late in

in taylor s place roberts concludes that avard went to
canada at the behest of the apostates in kirtland who
wished to replace taylor with someone less loyal to joseph
smith later when joseph smith and sidney rigdon made a
visit to canada the matter was cleared up the prophet is
said to have rebuked avard severely for his course and in
22
license
his
lost
avard
consequence
by june of 1838 avard was in far west on 2 june
lynian and warren in
oliver cowdery wrote to his brothers lyman
kirtland as follows avard arrived sometime since he aphinl with so much conhini
pears very friendly but 1I look upon him
11223
get
from
me
avard
little
lle
lie
he will probably get but
tempt that ile
was excommunicated from the church at nauvoo on 17 march
hinkie john corrill reed peck
1839 along with george M hinkle
g s and several
riggs
W W phelps thomas B marsh burr rig
21
others 24
all evidence indicates that the danite order originated
about the same time sidney rigdon gave vent to his feelings
11

on my remarks
the prophet joseph smith encouraged lorenzo to proceed
give
allegedly
gedl said
ghe
alie
aile
with his report at the conclusion of which joseph smith alle
lle
ile will prove
he
proe that he is a consummate hypocrite and a wicked
avard
aard time and lie
see diary and rem
scences of lorenzo dow
n scencer
dov young unpublished
don
reminiscences
man
remarks made in february 1890 and set forth in a manuscript housed in the
youn
dinv
brne brass
nibley in sounding
Soun bine
church historical department and quoted by hugh nible
entire possible that rigdon
gity
salt lake city
cit bookcraft 1963 p 219 it is entirely
acquainted prior to avard
personal
have been personally
aards
aardes joining the
and avard
aard may hae
Penn siama
slama and both were
church for they both came from the same area in pennsylvania
mo ement
involved with the campbellite movement
21
cit utah
early church records file genealogical society salt lake city
see the card on sampson avard
aard
jhc
HC 53519
519
2hc
5519
ab
TIIOI salt lake city
cit bookcraft 1963
2b H roberts life of john taylor
was eer
ever renewed is unknown
44 whether or not the license vas
pp 43
ap
4344
cowdery
b professor kirk L
wdery owned by
cowder
couder
from an original letter of oliver co
com
cov
dery oberlin ohio see the photostat in stanley gunn oliver cowdery
cowder
appendix D
second elder and scribe salt lake city bookcraft 1962
P 263
21hc
HC 3284
3 284
5284
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salt sermon

the

original purpose of the order
appears to have been to aid the saints of caldwell in their
determination to be free from dissenter influence john corrill present for at least one of the group s earliest meetings
states that an effort was made to adopt some plan to get
rid of the dissenters
he with others allegedly opposed
the formation of a band for that purpose but to no avail
lie
ile
he
said lle
I1 think the original object of the danite band was to

in his

operate against the dissenters but afterwards it grew into a
system to carry out the designs of the presidency and if
necessary to use physical force to build up the kingdom of
god it was to be done by them this IS
117107 as to
is illy
opinion
mj OP
their object and I1 learned it from various sources connected
with the band 25

avard first among those to testify at the hearing in richmond in november 1838 agrees
arrees
ar rees according to his account
7

the original intent of the band was to drive from the county
2g
2126
1126
of caldwell all that dissented from the mormon church ag
with the flight of the dissenters on 19 june 1838 the
foi existence 27 A new purpose had
canites
danites lost their reason for
to be found to justify their continuation the warlike threats
continually breathed against the saints by their missouri
bois furnished just the objective namely protection
neighbors
neigh bors
against mob violence reed peck present at a meeting preile was told that the major
he
sided over by avard claims that lie
malor
mony as inp 12 note the tenuous nature of corrill
testimony
cornil s test
in
avard
dicated by the italics supplied for emphasis with the exception of aard
all who testified at the hearing were careful to preface their remarks with
such expressions as
it is my opinion that or 1I rather thought
is 1I think
ther from avards testimony
either
what corrill
cornil and others related they learned eae1etther
known
on the occasion
danites
knonn canites
occi ston
sion or from hearsay conversation with other kno
their disaffection for joseph smith and his close associates made it easy for
them to accept and repeat what they heard
211bid
ibid p 1
john wh
tiner one of the dissenters records the following from the
whitmer
dissenting point of lewew
when we were on our way home from liberty
clay county whither they had gone to secure legal aid in their battle against
fain
families
ver cowdery and L E
the res
residents
identa
idents of caldwell we met the falu
lies of 01
oller
olier
froni their homes
johnson whom they had driven
dm en from
while we were gone
gidnntons
Gadi antons had kept up a guard and
jo and rigdon and their band of gadiantons
watched our houses and abused our families and threatened them if they
ilves
were not gone by morning they would be drove
droe out and threatened our lives
iles
lles
lies
if they ever
eer saw us in far west history of the church chapter 20 kept
by john Whi
re elation
whitmer
tiner whitmer was appointed church historian by a revelation
47 1
recorded in the book of commandments 501
50 1 and 471
he continued in
the pos
hiss defection from the church in 1838 following his excommun
postt until hl
3 16
mication
gle up the history when it was demanded HC 516
ication he refused to gie
give
912
316
25

25document
document

acids
aiids
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purpose of the danite organization was that its members
might be more perfectly organized to defend ourselves against
mobs 21s sidney rigdon later maintained that the danites
canites
were organized for mutual protection against the bands that
were forming and threatened to be formed 2 lumanandros
luman andros
one time member of the order
shurtliff onetime
ordel wrote that the
danite organization was got up for our personal defense
so
also of our families property and our religh
relig1
religion
ion
lon
in time the order under the leadership of avard assumed
a third purpose one entirely foreign to the spirit of the
church retaliation against those who con
emitted
committed
imitted depredations against defenseless saints
according to information
received by joseph smith sollowin
lise
iise of the danites
followin
foi
fol lowin g the den
demise
following
Da nites
canites
avard secretly taught his troops
11

1

know ye not

brethren that it will soon be your
privilege to take your
our respective companies and go out on a
scout on the borders of the settlements and take to yourselves
es
spoils of the goods of the ungodly gentiles
for it is
written the riches of the gentiles shall be consecrated to
m
uu will waste
my people the house of israel and thus you
b robbing and plundering them of their
away the gentiles by
wa we will build up the kingdom of
this way
property and in tins

god

32

2document p 17 A second danite group was
document
as organized in july
jul 1838
at adam ondi ah
ahman
held
ni an vith lyinan
in wight at its head
leinan
ghbor 126 july
gabor
1843
jul 18432
1845 2
times and seasons 15 july 1843 nauvoo ner
neihbcn
18452
nel
avas
as chosen for an official declaration that
rigdon s fourth of july
jui oration nvas
jul
the saints would
sa
id rigdon
carnely
tamel
tamei submit to mob violence
ould no longer tarnely
i
sald
said
ouid
that
olence
esturb
man or set of men who
ho comes on us to ddisturb
sturb us itt shall be between us and
thenn a war
thern
them
ar of extermination for wee will
iliill follow them till the last drop of
one party
have to exterminate us
the
the vill hae
theirr blood is spilled or else they
part
des troed
b mr S rigdon
ed by
or the other shall be utterly
utterb destroyed
utterl
oration delivered
county
Cil
4th
jui 1838 at far west caidwell
jul
ath day
cai
cal
Misso url
caldwell
count missouri
da of july
far west
uri
elders journal press 1838
luman andros shurtliff diary
dnr p 120 this manuscript is housed
dar
ons harold
collections
haroid B lee library
uhnersit
libnr brigham young university
liber
in special collect
see also robinson the return 22217
217
earl
eari this th
how
third
rd stage made its appearance is hard to say
hott early
dence
hoot
evidence
si ev
ever that it came after 6 august 1838
boeerveer
suggests ho
da of the famed
the day
count and before mid october when
ess county
election day
hen the
dav
da battle in dagess
daless
daiess
saints made a firm determination to stand in their own defense for an account
genar
gentr
of the election day
Hi
pp 25158
ap
stor
history
bistor
histor
da battle see gentry
HC 33180
mere to be
180 the concept that the riches of the gentiles vere
were
5180
consecrated to the lord s people appears to be borrowed
borro ed from doctr
docar
doctrine
ne and
covenants
39 A careful reading of the passage
boeereer makes it clear that
ho
Coe nants 42
4239
passive however
4259
the riches spoken of were to be gglen
ven voluntarily
oluntanl by the gentiles not extracted
gien
by
b plunder in the manner described by
b avard
aard this is an excellent example of
the manner in which avard
cre dulit of
credulit
aard capitalized upon the sacred beliefs and credulity
his followers to secure their assistance
v as frequent ly observed
obsened among the
it was
troops testified john clemenson
that the time had come rhen
when the riches of
thit

lm

hie
deli
dell
deil

delner

hoeer

on

hoeer
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THE QUESTION OF NAMES FOR THE ORDER

in the course of its existence the organization went by
several names
naines it is entirely possible that the names were
changed as the purposes for the organization also changed
at its inception the band was known as the brothers of
gideon reed peck one
time member of the order
ordel claimed
onetime
that the canites
danites were
weie originally under the command of one
jared carter the terrible brother of gideon so called because carter had A brother by the name
W W phelps
testified that lie
ile overheard sidney rigdon say in a danite
lle
he
meeting that whoever was caught speaking against the first
presidency would be delivered over to the hands of the
brother of gideon
john D lee alleged that on the first
sunday he attended church in far west a man entered the
house of god without removing his hat whereupon says
lee the prophet ordered the brother of gideon to put that
1

man out for his presumption
danites entered their
then
theu second phase serving
when the canites
selving as
protectors against mob attack they became known as the
daughters of zion sampson avard
avaid claimed that this was
one of the band s more common names
term danite
the terni
appears to have been applied to the order
older in its third and
last stae
stage namely stealing from and plundering those who
stole from and plundered the saints summarizing
Summan zing the question of names john corrill wrote
11

5

nites sometimes went bby the name of the
they the Da
danites
canites
big fan this 1I supposed was figurative
figu
b ratie of their intentions to cleanse the chaff from the wheat they
tlley
tiley also assumed

daughters of zion and afterwards were called
canites
danites
they assumed these last names 1I never
why the
knew but always
aiwas supposed that they took them from the
the name

the gentiles should be consecrated to the saints
1I un
document p 16
cler
cier stood from those who
clerstood
derstood
der
ere bringing
ho were
brinin in property
propert observed reed peck that
tint
they
the were
take itt to the bishops
ere to tike
dep osite it and
bishops store house and
depolite
ind deposite
ind if they
the
failed to do so itt vould
ivolild
mouid be considered stealing
mould
steelm
bould
18 19 the
steilm
document pp
ap 1819
whether
tes or not clearly considered that
saints vv
dinites
the were
finites
ere acting in self
hether dan
tint they
defense see gentry
Histor
pp 38390
ap
story
stor
hHi
bistor
peck
peck manuscript p 45 g
ideon carter vas
G
ideon
is one of three men
killed at the battle of Crooke
gentr
crookedcl river in october 1838
gentry
croohe
IS 58 see genar
Hi
history
bistor
histor
stor
p 404
document p 44
1I he
john D lee afornionisin
atoi monism unveiled the
life and confessions
onfesfow of john
D lee st louis bryan
and co 1877
p 54 lee armed
arrived in far
bran
brin brand ind
fir
west on 4 june 1838
et havi
1858 not yet
incident related
hainrig
116 been baptized
hiin
the
above took plice
place on sunday
sunda 10 june
aboe
document p 1

riel
riei
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scriptures which speaks of them the first prophetically the
see micah iv 13 read the whole chapter
last historically
31
also judges xvii and xviii chapters31
chapters 37
THE NATURE OF THE DANITE SOCIETY
ITS TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES

the

teachings and practices of the danite order gave it
identity and uniqueness joseph smith referred to it once as
a secret combination 38 thus linking it with the satanic
39
mormon
in
of
book
mentioned
the
organizations
recruitment for the band appears to have been by personal contact and admission to membership was exclusively
ondl ahman
select william swartzell resident of adam ondi
ile sought to attend a danite meeting on one
lle
lie
relates how he
occasion only to find his way blocked by sentinels armed
with pistols swords and guns
when the meeting was
over however swartzell was allegedly approached by a friend
and asked if he could eat strong meat
when swartzell
replied that he could providing the meat had a good scent
he was temporarily dropped from consideration sometime
lle
lie
he was again approached this time by another
later however ile
danite member who said

ah

ha e been at the
you should have
anite sic
Dar
daranite
daramte
darante
meeting you should have heard all about the nar
I1 dare not tell you what was said or preached
business
daranite
daramte
but never mind next saturday is another Dar
anite sic
darante
QU to come in too to learn
meeting and then 1I will cause you
our being a MAN
this mystery provided no one objects to your

warjo
OF WAR
wak

brother swartzell

40

corn
corrill 11

4 12 13 speaks of those who neither
aficah
afifah 412
p 32 micah
hzsfo
brief history
41213
know the thoughts of god nor understand his ways
was such persons are likened
th reshin floor
arise and thresh 0 daughter of zion
unto sheaves upon the threshing
man people
for 1I will make thy hoofs brass and thou shalt beat in pieces many
sam
and 1I will consecrate their gain
sim unto the lord and their substance unto the
lord of the whole earth apparently the dissenters were the sheaves and the
daughters of zion represented the faithful saints chapters 17 and 18
is of
stor of how descendants of the tribe of dan
the book of judges rehearse the story
stole the graven
araen
traen
iraen image of one micah and appropriated it for their own use
ile found himself opposed by
recmer
he
recoer his possessions lie
when micah attempted to becmer
and the children of dan went their
some six hundred men equipped for war
3

they were too strong for him he turned and
way
wa and when micah saw that the
the took the things which micah had made
went back unto his house and they
and the priest which he had and
ind came unto la ish unto ai people that were at
edse of the sword and burnt
the smote them with
vith the edge
quiet and secure and they
26 67
the city with fire judges 18
1826
182667
HC 33179
179
5179
see particularly Hel
6 21 300 and
m 2211 62130
ind ether 88725
helainan
621
hei
ainan
877 25
bej
beni
bedi
0 a residence
aformonisin exposed bent
william swartzell moijuojnsin
being a journal of

helim
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THE DANITE BAND

the

most important aspect of the damte
danite society apart
froni
fromi its apparent exclusiveness was its secret nature As
fron
previously noted meeting places were carefully guarded
to prevent unwanted intruders from entering moreover
those who did come to the meeting were said to be well
armed some had swords some had pistols and others had
guns and cow hides 41 initiates were instructed to settle all
differences with prospective damte
danite brothers prior to accepting
full membership thus lessening the risk of exposing danite
secrets in unguarded moments of anger
the secrets of the order were further protected by means
of solen
solemn
in oaths and covenants that each initiate was required
to assume according to avard the oath of secrecy was ad
ministered so that all members might be bound together by
covenant that those who revealed the secrets of the society
should be put to death
avard
avald was
the oath as given by avaid
as follows
in the name of jesus christ the son of god 1I do
solemnly obligate myself ever to conceal and never to reveal
the secrets of this society called the daughters of zion should
1I ever do the same 1I hold my life as the forfeiture 442

swartzell

s

version

sorne
although soine
somewhat
what different

was as

follows

now

1I do solemnly swear by the eternal jehovah that
I1 will decree to bear and conceal and never reveal this
secret at the peril of committing per
perjury
jur and enduring
lur
the pains of death and my body to be shot and laid in the

dust

amen
amen43

41

nson
clemenson
according to john Clenie
dr avard further taught
that if anyone betrayed the secret designs of the society he
was to be killed laid aside and nothing said about itt 44
lle was personally told that if any mem
lie
he
swartzell added that ile
ber of the society should try to run away and betray the
lie
ile
secrets
he should be five thousand miles distant
though lle
the destroying angels would pursue him and take his life 45
1

145
141

alys
nay
ma to the 20th
ahe 28th of may
MJSWUII
the
20ih of august 1838 pittsburgh A
sour
afis
alissour
sout froin rhe
in Alis
17 18
ap 1718
ingramfor
ingram for the author 1846 pp
41
ibid p 20
12
document p 1
moimonzsm exposed p 21
swartzell morinowsm
document p 15
swartzell mormowsm
moi
nol monism exposed according to burr riggs document
noi
sidney rigdon taught in a secret meeting in far west that the last man
p 30
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danites
the canites

had their own system of punishment if the
41
is to be trusted punishn
so called constitution
constitution4040
lents were
punishments
weie
offense
administered to the guilty in accordance with the offence
vit hout law
however no member was to be punished without
moreover ni
members
niembers
embers of the order were
weie sworn to protect each
other at any cost from all forms of law and order except
those that were
weie part of the danite system according to
swartzell all canites
danites were taught as follows
if any brother should have stolen a horse or committed
offence
of
any offense
fence and is arraigned before ai justice of the peace
lives
for trial you
ou must at the risk of your ilves
hes rescue him and
b the gentile law but bring him
not permit him to be tried by
4
before our tribunal and
him be tried by our council 47
ind let hlin

rote
john D lee also a member of the band wrote

the

members of the order were placed under the most
sacred obligations that language could invent
ment they were
sworn to stand by and sustain each other sustain
Sustalll protect
ohe the leaders of the
hurch under sny
az and
tiie
tile C church
any
suy
defend and obey
all circumstances unto death and to divulge the name of ai
an of the secrets
danite to an outsider or to make public any
4ss
Da nites was to be punished by death as
of the danites
canites

whether the supreme
supren
subrenie penalty was ever invoked

is open to

wh ateer has been found to show that
question no evidence whatever
it was although sidney rigdon is quoted as having said in a
that one man had slipped his wind yesterdanite meeting
rneetin
aids
foi the buzzards
day and had been th
buzz ards
thrown
rovn aside into the brush for
to pick and the first
fust man who lisped it should die aj1j
that members might be able to recognize one another at
jet
all times let
iet the cncumstances
the might
inight signs of
circunistances be as they
recognition were taught john D lee states that the principal
pim cipal
for
foi these signals was mutual protection in times of
purpose gor
C

aho
that
avas
ho started
xho
man
had run away
from fir
a ry grom
hit nvas
is going
tint
tini the next mali
mail who
maii
oln
oin to that
far
eli west hat
should be brought back dead or alive
ahe
see pp
ap 43839
438
458 59
39 in this article
45859
45839
r u
S wartzell
h e been the attitude
sm Ex
osel
22 such may
ittitude
p 27
swartzell
exiptosef
aformow
artell momifiiinn
exlosel
losel
im have
who
yuho
b lyman wight aho
ion to subm
lon
of mind nurtured by
submit
it himself
vho refused for so long
lons
ions
suba
for legal process see gentry history
histon p 267 wight allegedly stated that
obligation
never pro
whatever
vhatever
for they
he felt no obi
the had neer
ha
gat on hather
hateer
teer to the las of the land foi
leer
seven years
ears and lie
tected
teated him in his rights for the last seen
ile would rather die than
lle
he
reen
mor
wor
b his enemies Sv
artzell MO
tyrannic il measures advocated
submit to the tyrannical
swartzell
svartzell
ido cited by
sartzcll
iai2
ed p 32
mom
sm eclipsed
MOV
ecliosed
vtonnin
exi
4
elied p 57
ahoi
filed
aioi monism uni
unveiled
lee mormonism
uhi
Docu mew p 377 testimony
siade according to reed peck
slade
silde
document
testi mom of benjamin slide
according to
v is not
form of justice advocated in danite circles was
the forin
nol always accordine
noi
iam
lav see Docu
la
ap 17 20
document
dociimint
documeni
danite lam
mehl pp
meni
mehi

alas

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol14/iss4/4

12

Gentry: The Danite Band of 1838

433

THE DANITE BAND

distress means by which a fellow danite could call for help
without using his voice according to lee

when the sign was given it must

be responded to and

obeyed even at the risk or certainty of death that danite
that would refuse to respect the token and did not comply
with its regulations was stamped with dishonor infamy
shame and disgrace and his fate for cowardice was death
the sign or token of distress is made by placing the
right hand on the right side of the face with the points of

the fingers upwards shoving the hand upwards until the
ear is snug up between the thumb and fore
finger 500
forefinger

rigdon and shurtliff agree in substance with the foregoing 31
corrill add that a danite was under
reed peck and john conill
1

vit hout taking
oath to help a brother in distress without
takina time to
12
inquire into the reason for or the nature of the difficulty 52
AVARDS
AVARD S

CHARACTER AND METHODS

nothing demonstrates the nature of sampson avard

s

ile broke his
lle
he
more
character inore
lnore than the quickness with which lie
lie
ile
he was captured he alleged
danite oath and told all after lle
ile merely
lle
lie
ism was an
that daniteisiii
Danite
daniteism
in order of the church he
mornion first presidency 33
acting under the orders of the mormon
his testimony was readily accepted by all who opposed
mormonism 51 general john B clark
oark who captured avard
dark
foi
sollowin
followin
lowin to governor boggs 1 I will here refollowing
reported the fol
mark that but for the capture of sampson avard a leadin
leading
mormon
mornion 1I do not believe I1 could have obtained any useful
ile
lle
he was brought
facts no one disclosed any useful matter until lie
swartzell
Swaitzell aformonlsin
aiofmoanw exposed p 22 adds
that the right hand must strike the right thigh before being raised to the temple
above
abone
in the manner described aboe
season 15 july
571mes
jul 1843 shurtliff diary p 120
gwei
hmel
twei and seasons
ily
lly rory
jisloi
hislory
His
p 32 and peck peck manuscript p 43 thus
tol
loi
lol
lory
cornll
corall
nis
JIs
bin history
Cornll brief
DA battle
mras at the famed election day
on 6 august 1838 that john D lee
it was
claimed to have
butier a perfect stranger at the time goe
hae seen john L butler
give the
b other close friends leaped
signal of distress whereupon lee accompanied by
ilcc p 660
ilac
fra
unveiled
afomoiiisw ufiii
into the fray
lee moininuini
53hc
192
319293
93 avard was d sc overed hiding in some hazel brush a few
HC 33192
19293
0192
les from far
m iles
fai west testifying at the trial avard
aard said 1 I was continually in
Presid enc recen
tlle
tile
ng InstrUCt
the soc
ety of the presidency
sochet
instructions
instiuctions
instructlons
societ
ions from them as to the teachlons
receding
1I dont
unformed
mfoimed them of m y teachings and
dually nformed
nually
contmuall
cont
0 f the danite band
ings of
sochet
my course and teachings in the danite society
societ
they were well apprised of in
document p 21
weil as non mor
well
moi
veil
this would include former members now apostate as vell
etley
moan on it in uni
elied
unveiled
uhi
lee mormonism

I1

I1

mons
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in
considering the secretive nature of the danite order
and the fact that avard was the chief proponent of the same
it is easy to see how he was able to supply so many useful
facts
there is abundant evidence to indicate that avard was
untruthful nancy rigdon one of the few permitted to testify in behalf of the mormon prisoners said that she had
personally heard avard say that he would swear to a lie to
gain any object that he had told many a lie and would do so
while
again
while awaiting trial avard allegedly told oliver
olney that if he olney wished to clear himself he must
swear hard against the heads of the church as they were the
1I intend to do it
ones the court wanted to criminate
for if 1I do not they will take my life 37 joseph smith
charged that avard taught his captains that he would swear
a lie to clear any of them of an accusation and they should
58
do the same
from lyman wight s journal we get the
saine
following
51

morning
november 12th court opened this ni
orning and sampson avard was sworn he was a man whose character was
perfectly run down in all classes of society and he being a
stranger palmed himself upon the mormon church and in
order to raise himself in the estimation of the church
invented schemes and plans
plaris to go against mobocracy which
were perfectly derogatory to the laws of this state and of
the united states and frequently endeavored to enforce
them upon members of the church and when repulsed by
lle
ile would frequently become chagrined at
he
joseph smith lie
one time he told me that the reason why he could not carry
his plans into effect was that the first presidency of the
church feared he would have too much influence and gain
the honor which the presidency desired for themselves at
one time he said to me
lile that he would be dammed if he
did not carry his plans through more than once did he
raise a conspiracy against them the presidency in order to
take their lives thinking that lie
ile
lle
he might then rule the
ile
lle
he was brought before the court he
church now when lie
swore that all these treasonable purposes which he had
59
sworn in his heart to perform originated with us 30

esponde

coq
acm
com
ccm respondence
espondence
correspondence
nce

Re lallon to the recent disturbances with
orders etc in relation
cormons
the mormons
moivions jefferson city office of the jeffersonian 1840
p 90
document p 40
5
HC 3209210
3209 210
511511bid
ibid p 180
bid
iso
dayt on the grand rizer
edtl days
edil
As quoted in rollin britton
eail
button early
Rnet
river
nei and the atoi
way
sochet
ciet
So clet
mon was
societ
p 86
waf columbia missouri historical society
1920
wai

dif
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morns
morris phelps one
tinie danite who spent the winter of
time
onetime
1838 39 in jail for alleged misdeeds wrote
183839
he avard at length turned conspirator and sought to
make friends with the world and save his neck by testifying
false against the iles
lives
ilves
lles
lies of the innocent this modern sampson
cormons
was one that crowded himself into the company of mormons
that declared they would no longer bear the insults of a
mob and was determined to fight them in defending themselves and lie
lle
ile figured largely when there was property to be
he
found in vacated house of the mob but when coming up
to face the enemy he was like sampson of old contending
for his rights three days after he was found by the mob
several miles from danger as was supposed in a brush
ile was brought into their camp and was a good
lle
lie
thicket he
metgo
fellow well mengo
met 60

apparent that avard s abilities as a persuader were
of no mean order moreover his ability to make use of
familiar and sacred concepts for his own purposes was as
ingenious as it was perverse in his instructions to his danite
captains for example he allegedly taught that stealing was
wronob providing one did it in support of the kingdom of
not wrong
god gl having particular reference to the subject of plunderlles
lies
iles of the church avard said
enemies
ing the enen
in this way we will build up the kingdom of god and

it

is

roll forth the little stone that daniel saw cut out of the
mountain without hands and roll forth until it filled the
whole earth lor
deskines
de stines to build
ery way god destines
for this is the very
up his kingdom in the last days 62

As part of his imposition upon the credulity of his bi
brethren
ethren
avard taught his devotees to manifest an outward allegiance
to the church by consecrating all plunder taken from the
gentiles to the bishop s storehouse05
storehouse05 john clemenson tes
titled at the hearing that dimick B huntington a danite
hinl that the
him
tile Missour
tiie
personally informed hini
missourians
missounans
ians
lans at gallatin took

the goods from the store of one jacob stollings piled them
outside and then set fire to the building ostensibly to blame
morris
lorris phelps material is drawn
dran from a brief account entitled missouri
persecutions
persecute
persecutl
ons
blue book no 9245 church historical department salt lake
A

C
citty

utah
as a subject of widespread discus
for proof that the kingdom concept was
th s ttime
me see the elders
eiders
I july 1858
eiden journal 1ljul
elden
1838
27 38 and HC 54954
sion at this
gjul
49 54
185827
349
549
18382738
18382758
18582738
34954
183827

ibid p 180
b himself ap
moslah L hancock life of mosch
mosiah
afosiah L hancock by
mosnh
np
n p n
ndd
arary
young un
youna
hersity
special collections harold B lee L
brary
brar brigham youn
Li
librae
versity hancock
university
librar
uniersity
did not think much of the danites
canites to him they were all show
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cormons for the deed 64 while the missourians
Missour ians were
the mormons
gone for wagons in which to haul the goods off however
the danites
canites arrived piled the property into their wagons
and drove off said clemenson
understand that the goods were deposited with the
diahman as consecrated property
bishop of the church at dichman
of the church A great deal of other property was brought
into the mormon camps but 1I do not know where it came
from but understood it was consecrated property it was
frequently observed among the troops that the time had come
when the riches of the gentiles should be consecrated to
65
the saints 63
1I

avard taught his followers that if they were faithful the
tinie of war according to joseph
lord would protect them in time
smith avard pictured for his followers a great glory that
was then hovering over the church and would soon burst
upon the saints as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
reed peck adds that victories in which one would
night
chase a thousand and two should put ten thousand to flight
were portrayed in the most lively manner
ni
anner while the assi
stance of angels was promised if the need arose everysistance
canites with zeal
thing peck says was said to inspire the danites
and courage and to make them believe that god was soon to
of which the danites
canites were
bring to pass his strange act
to be the chosen instruments 67 john D lee concurs he
charges that the canites
danites were taught that if they faithfully
would
consecrated their wealth unto the lord the lord
froni their enemies Gs
from
them grom
fight their battles and save thelly
avard appears to have been most skillful in convincing
ile had the sanction of the heads of the
lle
lie
his followers that he
86 the
pp 383
history
583
585
385
an old missouri trick see gentry histon
Hist oq ap
38386
58586
38586
Missour ians charged
danites
canites did some burning too but not so much as the missourians
rote ai letter to joseph smith requesting that
on 12 april
apri1 1839 stollings wrote
various irreplaceable items be returned to him joseph smith replied that the
ard HC
were last seen in the possession of sampson aard
items in question vere
79
37879
3316 17 378
331617
document p 18
179
HC 33179
peck 2fanuscr
peck
pt ap
pp 46 47 the subject of angels coming to
manuscript
the assistance of the faithful was mentioned often at the hearing see docunkle the reference to
akle
ony of avard
mkle
pp 4 14 24 testini
testimony
ment ap
aard owens and hHhekle
b doctrine and covenants
Coe nants 1835
god s strange act was no doubt inspired by
951 and 9712
gogl
hislor
60 61 74
hntoi
75 corrill brief Hi
ap 6061
slor p 38
unielled
uaieiled
7475
Uniel led pp
fah
heslor
rin on sill unicelled
alo
aio
aioifionsw
lee afo
Coe nants
avard capitalized upon such statements as found in the doctrine and covenants
105 14
98 37 and 10514
856 see also times and seasons 1I february 1846 D & C 9837
was
this vas

a-
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to

prevent their inquiring for
themselves however he bound them to maintain everlasting
secrecy to everything which should be communicated to them
by himself
meetings were held daily and consummated with
such speed that mature reflection upon the matter was nearly
impossible in the process of indoctrinating his captains
avard allegedly said

church for his operations

by an enemy
i e
any of us should be recognized ie
usa
b each other and
us5 for we will stand by
who can harm us
defend one another in all things if our enemies swear
ou startle at this
against us we can swear also why do you
brethren As the lord liveth
neth 1I would swear to a lie to clear
heth
any of you and if this would not do 1I would put them
i e the enemy under the sand as moses did the egyptian
ie
and in this way we will consecrate much unto the lord and
usa
us5 and
build up his kingdom and who can stand against us
w til
tii deal with him among our
ill
if any of us transgress we will
tins
tius danite society reveals any of
selves and if any one of this
hinl where the dogs cannot bite him 69
him
these things I1 will put hini

if

naturally avard

followers were dismayed by some of
his teachings such instructions ran counter to their understanding of the manner in which god s kingdom would be
built avard tried to calin
caim their apprehensions by asserting
calm
man s sight no
that while such deeds may be unlawful in nian
laws were executed in justice on earth anyhow and even if
they were they would not be binding upon the saints because those of the church belonged to a new dispensation a
doln of god was to put down
doin
kingdom
period of time when the king
donis and the lord himself was to reign and
all other king
kingdoms
70
would
laws
the
that
exist
his laws alone were
weie
danites are not entirely
avard s motives for organizing the canites
ile may have been prompted by a sincere desire
lle
lie
clear at first he
to help piotect
protect the lives of the saints and to preserve
pre selve
seive the
lie
ile
he used the orprinciples of liberty that they valued but lle
ganization for other ends joseph smith inclined toward the
opinion that avard was secretly aspiring to be the greatest
mormon
Mo rmon
of the great and to become the leader of the mormon
imon
people said the prophet
s

at a time when mobs oppressed

robbed whipped burned
fore bearance seemed no longer a
plundered and slew till forebearance
3 317981
81 for these quotes about sampson avard
HC 3179
17981
5179
aard
aird
ibid
ibid np 181
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virtue and nothing but the grace of god without measure
could support men under such trials
avard sought to
form a secret combination by which he might rise a mighty
conqueror at the expense and overthrow of the church
this he tried to accomplish by his smooth flattering and
winning speeches which he frequently made to his associates
while his room was well guarded by some of his followers
ready to give him the signal on the approach of anyone who
would not approve of his measures 71
THE DANITE

constitution

the

secret nature of the danite order makes it difficult
to ferret out the truth in every particular the so called constitution
stit ution is a good example of those who testified at the
hearing none but avard seemed to know of its existence he
charged that the original copy was read at a danite meeting
held in the home of sidney rigdon and was unanimously
adopted by those present as their rule and guide in the
ile
lle
future
he was ordered by the oravard also swore that lie
ganization s council at a later date to destroy the document
because its existence would be evidence of the highest incrimile produced the followlle
he
ination this he did not do instead lie
ing before the court
DANITE

constitution

whereas in all bodies laws are necessary for the pernence safety and well
ma
manence
being of society we the members
wellbeing
of the society of the daughters of zion do agree to regulate
ourselves under such laws as in righteousness shall be
deemed necessary for the preservation of our holy religion
our most sacred rights and the rights of our wives and
children but to be more explicit on the subject it is especially our object to support and defend the rights conferred
on us by our venerable sires who purchased them with the
pledges of their lives their fortunes and their sacred honors
and now to prove ourselves worthy of the liberty conferred on us by them in the providence of god we do
agree to be governed by such laws as shall perpetuate these
high privileges of which we know ourselves to be the rightful possessors and of which privileges wicked and designing
men have tried to deprive us by all manner of evil and
that purely in consequence of the tenacity we have manimani
fested in the discharge of our duty towards our god who
has given us those rights and privileges and a right in
common with others to dwell on this land but we not
ibid
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having the privileges of others allowed unto us have
determined like our fathers to resist tyranny whether it
be found in kings or in people it is all alike unto us
our rights we must have and our rights we shall have in
the name of israels god

article ist all power belongs originally and legitimately

to the people and they have a right to dispose of it as they
shall deem fit but as it is inconvenient and impossible to
convene the people in all cases the legislative powers have
been given by them from time to time into the hands of a
representation composed of delegates from the people themselves this is and has been the law both in civil and
religious bodies and is the true principle
ad the executive power shall be vested in the
article 2d
president of the whole church and his councillors
3d the legislative powers shall reside in the
article ad
president and his councillors together with the generals and
colonels of this society by them all laws shall be made
regulating the society
4th all offices shall be during life and good
article ath
behavior or to be regulated by the law of god
5th the society reserves the power of electing
article ath
its officers with the exception of the aids and clerks which
the officers may need in their various stations the nominatiie presidency to his second and from the
tile
tion to go from the
second to the third in rank and so down through all its
various grades each branch or department retains the power
of electing its own particular officers
6th punishments shall be administered to the
article ath
guilty in accordance with the offence and no member shall
be punished without law or by any other means than those
appointed by law for that purpose the legislature shall
have power to make laws regulating punishments as in their
judgments shall be wisdom and righteousness
ath there shall be a secretary whose business
article 7th
it shall be to keep
keel the legislative records of the society
also the rank of the officers he shall also communicate the
laws to the generals as directed by the laws made for the
regulation of such business by the legislature
8th all officers shall be subject to the commands
article ath
of the captain general given through the secretary of war
and all officers shall be subject to their superiors in rank
12
according to the laws made for the purpose 72

the

author of this document is unknown when avard
lie
ile
was captured lle
he immediately surrendered the paper to gen
pp 5566
document ap
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eral dark
clark 73 clark
oark in turn forwarded it to governor boggs 71
dark
oark
its
of those who were questioned at the hearing concerning
existence all insisted they had never heard of it 75 in addition corrill wrote
have learned of late ie as a result of the hearing
that a constitution was formed savoring all the spirit of
monarchy and adopted by the leaders and some others of this
society but 1I conclude that few knew about it for I1 never
heard one lisp on the subject until after avard exposed
it after he was arrested 7
1I

DANITE

relationship

TO THE

ARMIES OF ISRAEL

increasing hostilities both actual and threatened during
the late summer and early fall of 1838 made it advisable
for the saints to organize into military bodies for self defense
acting upon advice from general alexander doniphan brigadier general for northern missouri the saints formed two
ondl ahman 77
adam ondi
such units one at far west the other at adani
many who belonged to these legitimate units were also memibern
inern
bers of the danite clan evidence indicates that little if any
effort was made to distinguish between one s activities in
71
canites and legitimate troops
in addition both danites
either group 78
were organized into companies of tens and fifties thus further obfuscating the picture joseph smith made an attempt
to distinguish between the groups in these words
be understood that these companies of
tens and fifties got up by avard were altogether separate
and distinct from those companies of tens and fifties organized by the brethren for self defense in case of attack
from the mob this latter organization was called into exis

and here let it

ibid p 4
p 63
correspondence orders etc
ftc
ap 14 17
document pp
HIS
history
hislory
fory
lory p 32
corrill brzej
brief hij
hsfon
diahman
resident
Di ahman and george M
ident of dichman
lyman wight res
HC 316163 63
serve as commanding officers of
ere selected to sere
hinkle resident of far west were
ly organized units each man held an official commission as a colonel
newly
the w
in the missouri state militia from governor
Goer nor lilburn W boggs the legislature
count
caidwell county
caldwell
he need for a military unit for caldell
had been slow to recogn
recognize
recoon ze the
ere determined not to be driven
sens itle
but the saints sensitie
sensitive
sensitize
itie to past hardships vere
urith
aimel
as in line nth
timel it vas
as not only
onh timely
uth
again the advice
adice of doniphan then was
ants
them seles during the height of the troubles both
nts themselves
saints
the thinking of the sa
bv doniphan the one in
the one in caldwell
to the field th
caldell by
into
units were ordered in
genar
gentr
ap 367
history pp
77
36777
daviess by general parks see gentry
Imembers of these military units always regarded themselves as legitimate
state troops and their enemies as mob because of doniphan s orders see HC
162
33162
5162
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famil
alarm
alardi no family
tence more particularly that in this time
tinie of alarni
or person might be neglected therefore one company would
be engaged in drawing wood another in cutting it another
in gathering corn another in grinding another in butchering another in distributing meat etc etc so that all should
be employed in turn and no one lack for the necessaries

of ilfe
life
hfe 79
afe

ians
lans avard apparently
missourians
missounans
following his capture by the Missour
ile
lle
he could convince the court
surmised rather quickly that if lie
that both sets of troops were one and the same and that the
first
fust presidency was responsible for their creation and perlle would go free such is precisely the stand he
lie
he
tion ile
petua
petuation
took and his testimony was accepted at face value for avard
was never censured in any way for his connection with the
vi shed it plainly
danites joseph smith on the other hand wished
canites
understood that the two groups were separate he wrote

let

no one hereafter by mistake or design confound
this organization ie
the legitimate militia of far west
i e
of the church for good and righteous purposes with the
canites by the apostate avard which
organization of the danites
died almost before it had an existence s

other factors make it clear that the two groups were
contr
damte secrecy membership in the
conti ast to danite
separate in contrast
as open to all able bodied men in
israel
armies of israela
israel1 was
addition the armies of israel were purely defensive in nature and were not distinguished by secret oaths or passwords
of any sort they were governed openly in accord with accepted military discipline
confirm
confirnis the fact of separateness however like
nothing confirms
a comparison of the officers of the two organizations reed
peck one
danites
canites
time member of the Da
nites claims the following
onetime
1

philo dibble told me who the officers of the danite
damte band
were that george W robinson was colonel that he dibble
was lieutenant colonel and seymour brunson major and
that 1I was chosen adjutant after that 1I had a talk with
george W robinson in which 1I was informed
further
that jared carter was captain general of the band cornelius
ilov
of I1far
su
llov
lovin
iovinng the surrender
follon
ibid pp
191
181
isi
19182
ap lsi
rol
fol
Fo
riender
ir west and until such
follov
lsi 82 rollovin
isi
vere n
made
serve
otherwise
sene the
vise these units continued to seme
time as provisions
nde other
proisions
prol sions ere
proi
mormon people durl
during
var
sufferings
ngs of the murmon
duri
ng the post
saints the suffer
posi mormon war
vir
A

1 1
genti
Hi stor
pp 599657
ap
history
chapter 11
period
od are told in gentry
599 657
benti
peri
perl
SOHC
3 182
HC 3182
goe
loy
lay 26 30
cde nants 10526
as adopted from the doctrine and
105
ind covenants
this name vas
Coe
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P lott major general and sampson avard brigadier gen82
it82
eral this is as 1I recollect it

military organization for the armies of israel on the
other hand was as follows

the

was determined that colonel wight should be comseymour brunson
ondl ahman
mander in chief at adam ondi
captain of the flying horses of daviess colonel george M
hinkle commander in chief of the far west troops captain
patten captain of the flying horses or cavalry at far west
and that the prophet joseph smith jr should be commander in chief of the whole kingdom 83

it

be noticed that in the foregoing quote avard
m chief of the armies
places joseph smith as commander in
of israel and makes no mention whatever of himself in this
avaid who could not have failed to know the difference
way avard
between the two organizations attempted to make the mormon
prophet pay for avard s own folly george M hinkle however inadvertently exposed avard s rascality at the hearing
canites took all power
when he complained bitterly that the danites
out of the hands of himself and the officers of the troops in
far west he thus clearly distinguishes between the two

it will

groups

84

DANITE

relationship

TO THE FIRST

presidency

question naturally arises as to how much the members
of the first presidency knew about the danite movement
avard consistently taught his followers that he had the un
8
of
church
the
leaders
owing
the
of
top
qualified support
to the secret nature of the order and to the severe penalties
invoked when danite secrets were discussed outside of chaminbers dubious members do not seem to have felt free to in
tinie
time
ie however some members bequire for themselves in tin
came insistent on a visit from the first presidency according
v document p 17 peck pecks
pecks manuscript p 47 also states that car

the

b avard
awardss position in the legitimate
dismissed and replaced by
aard avard
ter was later di
document
docufnent
documeni
meni p 53
armies of israel
israe was that of surgeon see Docu
den that joseph smith exercised any miliibid p 4 several authorities deny
432 33 449
452
5 280 404 43233
45255
45253
tary authority whatever HC 5280
3280
84
count
22 23 hinkle claims that he returned from daviess
daless county
ap 2223
document pp
2225
and found the saints hemmed in by their enemies he was ordered to call out
eilas higbee highest ranking civil
elias
the m ilitia
itla by the caldwell county judge ehas
discovered
ered that the danite
in this framework hinkle disco
officer in the county
count
band had superseded the local militia
times and seasons 15 july 1843 shurtliff diary p 120
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pve
to peck avard gave
ave in reluctantly having long insisted that
it was impossible for the presidency to come and explain
their views and wishes because of the heavy press of church
8g
one of those who demanded the visit was lorenzo
duties ag
dow young according to his own testimony he felt that
what he heard at danite meetings was in direct antagonism
to the principles taught by the leaders of the church and the
elders generally
speaking of his personal efforts to induce
avard to give in young wrote
culmination finally arrived at one of the meetings
dr avard particularly required that all present who had
been attending meetings should at once join the society by
making the required covenants and 1I was especially designated 1I asked the privilege of speaking which was granted
I1 began to state my reasons for joining the society and was
expose its wickedness when dr avard
proceeding to
peremptorily ordered me to be seated 1I objected to sitting
down until I1 had fully expressed my views he threatened
to put the law of the organization in force there and then
as well prepared for
I1 stood directly in front of him and was
the occasion I1 told him with all the emphasis of my nature
in voice and manner that 1I had as many friends in the
house as he had and if he made a motion to carry out his
threat he should not live to get out of the house for 1I
would instantly kill him he did not try to put his threat
I1 rom the meeting
from
irom
into execution but the meeting broke up prom
I1 went directly to brother brigham and related the whole
history of the affair he said he had long suspicioned that
8
some secret wickedness was being carried on by dr avard 87

the

such pressure
pre ssuie resulted in the only known visit of joseph or
hyrum smith to danite meetings
meetings evidence indicates that
rigdon was present on iimore
lore than one occasion perhaps several at the meeting avard informed those present that he
had procured the presidency to come there to show that what
ile
lle
lie
he had been doing was according to their direction and will
however adds peck avard did not explain to the presidency in the presence of those assembled precisely what
his teachings had been in that society ab8b john clemenson
also present for the occasion testified
7

document p 18
ap 219
As cited in nibley sounding brass pp
20 As far
fir as is known not
21920
one apostle belonged to the danite order
88
88document
document p 18 although a charter member of the order peck later re
bounced his former connections with the clan and subsequently with the church
nounced
as well
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the

three composing the presidency was at one of those
meetings and to satisfy the people dr avard called on
joseph smith jr who gave them a pledge that if he led
lle
ile would give them his head for a
he
them into difficulty lie
football that it was the will of god these things should be
so the teacher and active agent of the society was
ivas
waf dr
s9
avard sa

it

was during the second stage of danite development
namely when the saints were making preparations to stand
forming
against the many mobs fo
rining and threatening to be formed
that the first presidency nmade
lade their only visit understanding
neither the full intent of avard s mind nor the devastating
nature of his teachings joseph smith may have felt that the
society had a legitimate basis for existence in that it was
organized for protective purposes his comment that it was
the will of god these things should be so doubtless should
be interpreted in this light consider the following statement
from joseph smith

the danite

never had any official exissystem
tence it was a term used by some of the brethren in far
west and grew out of an expression I1 made use of when the
brethren were preparing to defend themselves from the misah s i e
souri mob in reference to the stealing of macaiah
micaiah
Macai
micah s images judges 18
if the enemy comes the dan
ites will be after them meaning the brethren in self de00
ffense
ense 90

avard apparently took advantage of the expression and applied it to his secret band hence joseph smith wrote from
jail in 1838

we

have learned
since we have been prisoners that
many false and pernicious things which were calculated to
lead the saints far astray and to do great injury have been
taught by dr avard as coming from the presidency and we
have reason to fear that many other designing and corrupt
characters like unto himself have been teaching many things
phen
khew were being taught in the
knew
which the presidency never khen
fhe
the
were made prisoners
rhey
they
church by anybody until after rhe
rhel mere
had they known such things they would have spurned them
and their authors as they would the gates of hell thus we
find that there have been frauds and secret abominations
and evil works of darkness going on leading the minds of
the weak and unwary into confusion and distraction and all
ibid p 15 italics added
HC 6165
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the time palming it off upon the presidency while the
presidency were ignorant as well as innocent of those
91
01
things

later in

froni
a second letter from

liberty jail the prophet wrote

would suggest the impropriety of the organization of
bands or companies by covenant or oaths by penalties or
sec
secrecies
recies but let the time past or our experiences and
sufferings by the wickedness of doctor avard suffice and let
our covenant be that of the everlasting covenant as it is
contained in holy writ and the things that god hath re
vealed
healed unto us pure friendship always becomes weakened
the very moment you undertake to make it stronger by penal
oaths and secrecy
1I

the

roie of the first presidency in the so called
ioie
iole
lole
precise role
mormon wai03 is uncertain george M hinkle disgruntled
because of alleged mistreatment at the hands of joseph smith
hearing as follows
testified at the healing
in the council in par
far west a few days before the state

yar
war

militia came out I1 recollect in making arrangements for war
that the presidency was to have supreme rule and that their
war office or headquarters was to be in diamon where
joseph smith jr said they could have all necessary preparations to carry on the war in a warlike manner and they
jl
were to have gone in a day or two to take their seats 91

for
fol any
it was not usual foi
to take up arms and go into the ranks 9

john clemenson testified that

5

of the presidency
william
while alanson ripley heber C kimball Will
lain huntingiain
ton and joseph B noble signed a formal petition claiming
that the mormon prophet never commanded any military
nor
company nor held any military authority nor
noi has borne
arms
aims in the nmilitary rank jr
wandered how one so prominent as joseph smith
if it be wondered
could be so ignorant of danite workings particularly when
the following should
the size of the order is considered
117
112

ibid 35231
231
251 italics added
3231
5251
12
ibid p 303
MISSO Url annals is in gen
III
an account of the mormon war so called 111
ili
lii missouri
in
chapters 8 10 11 and 12
try
history
tr
document p 23
ibid p 17
mail
mall concurred in before a justice of the
mas formally
for maii
vas
280 the petition was
HC 33280
5280
b six additional personal acquaintances of the prophet p 281
peace by
9
hzsfoi p 32 says
sas that the band had about 300 members
corrill
brief history
cornil brzej
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john taylor a prominent resident of far
west during the latter half of 1838 once said in a public
1I never
but
sermon 1 I have heard a good
about
deal
nites
Da
canites
damtes
danites
I1
be of interest

heard of them among the latter day saints if there was such
1I was not made acquainted
an organization ie
i e in 1838
1858
with it as9s taylor s testimony is confirmed by luman shurtliff a danite who while on guard duty with taylor during
a difficult phase of the mormon war gave the danite
signal of distress only to discover that taylor did not recogit90
nize it
sidney rigdon s connection with
canites is truly open
uth the danites
to question As shown throughout this study rigdon was
present at danite meetings on
oil more than one occasion in
setting forth his personal testimony of the order rigdon
speaks far less deprecatingly
deprecatmgly than does joseph smith in fact
his tone sometimes suggests approval
the trouble in daviess
sometime previous to this ie
i e
county in consequence of the threatenings
threaten ings which were
made by mobs or those who were being formed into mobs
and the abuses committed by them on the persons and
property of the citizens an association was formed called
the danite band
this as far as 1I was acquainted with it not being myself
100
loo
one of the number neither was joseph smith sen
sen100
was for mutual protection against the bands that were forming and threatened to be formed for the professed object of
committing violence on the property and persons of the
citizens of daviess and caldwell counties they had certain signs and words by which they could know one another either by day or night they were bound to keep
these signs and words secret so that no other person or persons than themselves could know them when any of these
persons were assailed by any lawless band he would make
it known to others who would flee to his relief at the risk
of life
in this way they sought to defend each other s lives and
property but they were strictly enjoined not to touch any
person only those who were engaged in acts of violence
b vice president
Que
question
beme a speech by
silon being
bews
john taylor
bems
tailor the mornion oue
schuyler
b john taic
ciry
taylor salt
city and a reply
schule colfax at salt lake crry
repi thereto by
talc
lake city
cit deseret news 1870 p 8
shurtliff diary
diar p 120
even avard
eer took the
aard admitted that neither rigdon nor joseph smith ever
te oath document p 21 the reference to joseph smith sen
danite
is a
dan
nimed
reference to joseph smith whose father also named
aimed joseph was dead at the
time of rigdon s statement

nes

en
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against the persons or property of one of their own number
or one of those whose life and property they had bound
loi
lul
ial
lal
themselves to defend 101

certain statements credited to rigdon during this period
have strong danite overtones we have already considered
sermon
the strong note of greeting written to
the salt Ser
nion
dissen ters
dissenteis
the dissenters
teis in june of 1838 and the fourth of july oration one of rigdon s biographers daryl chase allows that
while the testimony given against rigdon at the trial was
one sided it does show him to be one of the chief storm

l-

foi
fol
followin
sollowin
lowin are samples
centers on the mormon side 112 uthe following
of the rhetoric attributed to rigdon during this difficult
period
rigdon in speaking of the dissenters who were unwilling
to fight mobs said they ought to be pitched upon their
horses with pitchforks and bayonets forced into the front of
the battle and their property confiscated to the use of the
loj
IOJ
army 103
I ar west of eight
As early as april last at a meeting in 1far
or twelve persons mr rigdon arose and made an address
to them in which he spoke of having borne persecutions and
law suits and other privations and did not intend to bear
lawsuits
them any longer that they meant to resist the law and if a
sheriff came after them with writs they would kill him and
if anybody opposed them they would take off their heads
george W harris who was present observed you mean

their heads of influence 1I suppose rigdon answered that
he meant that lump of flesh and bone called the skull or

104
scalp
1I was invited to a schoolhouse where it was said the
people had assembled 1I went there and was admitted
A guard was placed around the house and one at the door
mr rigdon then commenced making covenants with uplifted
hands the first was that if any man attempted to move
out of the county or pack their things for that purpose
that any man then in the house seeing this without saying
anything to any other person should kill him and haul him
aside into the brush and that all the burial he should have
should be in a turkey buzzard s guts so that nothing should
be left of him but his bones that measure carried in the

f
failure
to denounce the danites
canites as joseph smith did
453 rigdon s ulure
455
HC 33453
alure
5455
3455
ith the movement
mo ement
may be partly due to his close association with
emedi particularly in
its first two stages
10
112
masters
sidne rigdon earl mormon leader
masters thesis
daryl chase sidney
the university of chicago 1930 p 129
te stimon of morris phelps see also the testimonies
document p 12 testimony
of john cornll
corall11 p 13 john clemenson p 16 and reed peck p 18
corri
ibid p 43 testimony of W W phelps

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1974

27

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 14, Iss. 4 [1974], Art. 4

448
form of a covenant with uplifted hands after the vote had
passed he said now see if anyone dare vote against it
and called for the negative vote and there was none the
next covenant that if any persons in the surrounding country came into town walking about no odds who he might
be anyone of that meeting should kill him and throw him
aside into the brush this passed in a manner as the above
had passed the third cove
covenant
riant
ilant was to conceal all these
llant
mr rigdon then observed that the kingdom of
things
heaven had no secrets that yesterday a man had slipped
his wind and was dragged into the hazel brush and said
he the man who lisps it shall die 110

the

foregoing testimony was supplied by men who felt
animosity for rigdon and must be viewed in that light As
daryl chase observes however if there is so much as a
grain of truth running through the apostates affidavits rigdon
made wild utterances on several occasions the evidence
indicates chase concludes that sidney was a dangerous man
to be exercisin
exer cisin control in such a situation 10 later lle
exercising
lie
ile
he
avers that if the prophet had any desire to curb rigdon s
107
ile
he was not very successful loi
extravagant language lie
avard is quoted as having said that lie had received his
authority for heading the danite order front
froni sidney rigdon 10
from
the truth of this assertion like all others coming from avard
is open to question because of avard s known anxiety to
implicate anyone but himself it is possible in view of
rigdon s later connections with the chinch
ite
ile
he may have
church that lie
had some
sonie connection with the organization following his
release from jail in january 1839 sidney s interest in the
ibid p 46
chase credits rigdon s unrestrained oratorical outbursts to the aftereffects
of his maltreatment at the hands of enemies in march 1832 chase sidney
rigdon p 101
ibid p 129 eidene
evidence
tr to restrain
eldene shows that joseph smith did try
rig
ic
lestrain
strain
don s emotional outbursts on more than one occas
mew pp
mem
document
ap 2021
documew
occasion
20 21
lon Docu
ion
33 43 testimony of reed peck john whitnaer
Whit naer vvhitmer and W W phelps
whitnauer
orson hyde speaking of rigdon s conduct during this period observed
obsened that
although brother joseph tried to restrain him ile
lle
lie
he ouid
ould take his
course
see improvement era
ern
jedfrdiah
jedediah M grant reports that rigdon
efa
583 jededah
585
lm 33583
5585
5583
radon s flights
of fancy
fane were
ere so rapid that elder joseph smith was
as unable to keep him
ha
h1
within the bounds of reason
magina
magini tion carr
ed 11him
carried
hisi s imagination
leason
in not beyond
the bounds of time and space but beyond the bounds of reason
jedediah af
grant collection of faals
lalivee to
ibe course
the
fiictf
afi sidney R
facls Re
io she
ali
all
boii
don
retain
couie of mr
coii a copy
ri dov
in the church historical
H st orical department salt lake city
nem
ekl
nov
ell K
newelt
newell
cit utah p 9 nom
whitney also claimed to oe
whittle
overhear
rhear joseph smith rebuke rigdon for speaking
wey
in the name of the loid
a not so
hat was
wes wd seasons 15 october
lord what
tl mey

on

i

1844

3 181
elcLIC
HC 3191
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church began to wane
walie he allegedly told brigham young
walle
that he would never follow brother joseph s revelations
anymore contrary to his own convenience and that jesus
10j
loj
christ was a fool compared to him in sufferings log
rigdon s
agre
agreement
agie ement to go to washington to present the case of the
stricken saints was never fulfilled and in 1843 joseph smith
came to suspect that rigdon was in league with the mls
dils
mis
110
liu
souri
soun mob to destroy him ilu
As for hyrum smith second counselor
couns eloi in the first presi11

dency no specific charges against him emerged at the hear-

john clemenson testified

ing

As to hiram sic smith personally 1I hive
have thought
him to be a good meaning man but in connection with
others under the order of the danite society 1I thought 1I
had as much to fear from him as from others 111
ill

hinl
himself
seif testified
self
avard hini
I1 never heard

hiram

make any inflammatory remarks but 1I have looked upon him as one composing the
first presidency acting in concert with joseph smith jr
approving by his presence acts and conversations the unlawful schemes of the presidency 1112

avard

sic

only indictment of hyrun
snaith was that he was
hyrumi smith
byrun
a member of the eust
first
ehst
fust presidency and therefore guilty by
association
s

SUMMARY AND

conclusions

much of the attitude one takes toward the origin and de
velopment of the danite problem depends upon the kind of
testimony one is willing
willina to accept when avard s known
penchant for lying as well as his unchristian teachings to the
canites
danites are considered it is difficult to see how much reliance could be placed in his word moreover the readiness
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evidence that contributes to an understanding of the
danite order comes from three prime sources some of it
comes from members who had nothing to hide other portions come from members who wished to implicate all but
themselves A major source is joseph smith
sinith who gleaned
his tinder
understanding
standing following the demise of the order not
until the trial was in progress did joseph smith and his
close associates become aware of the full extent of avard s
work from his prison cell the mormon prophet emphatically
denied the danite order and issued stern warnings against
all such future attachments
the student stands aghast at the methods employed by
avard by means of secret signs
and tokens communicated
b
in secret meetings heavily guarded against intrusion avard
swore his men to everlasting secrecy this made it ini
impossible
possible
under pain of death to inquire of joseph smith or other
church leaders concerning the truth avard personally demonstrated outward allegiance to church practices by obeying
the law of consecration and instructed his followers to do
the same
As a scheme the danite order lasted less than five months
following avard s capture in november 1858
1838 the movement
died a quick death it was then that avard called upon his
ingenuity to extricate himself from his difficult position taking advantage of the unpopularity of the church s leaders
with the missouri populace as well as the fact that they were
the ones the court wished to convict avard carefully worked
to shift responsibility for the order from himself to joseph
smith and his close associates it being the fashion of the
times to blame the mormon
mornion prophet for all that went awry
in mormondom enemies of the church accepted avard s lies
without question sampson avard designer craftsman and
leading light of the danite band was never punished in any
way for his crimes joseph smith and other leading church
officials spent the next several months in missouri jails
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